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ricroyer@gmail.com
Current Projects >>
She Saw Ghosts. He Saw Bodies. Currently performing from unpublished manuscript of two short stories about death and sleep. 
P e r f o r m a n c e
2009
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley.  Ensemble performance by Performance Thanatology at Annex Theatre
Baltimore Featuring Joe Meduza, Jackie Milad, Owen Brightman, and Bonnie Jones. Directed by Ric Royer. Sound by G Lucas Crane. Lights by David Crandall.
The 50 Greatest Ladies and Gentlemen. Premiered at Ontological-Hysteric Theatre July 19 - August 1. In this installment of Performance Thanatology’s ongoing research in death and performance, a solitary figure performs all his old songs and dances despite the loss of his partner, the loss of his dancing shoes, and the loss of his teeth.  Somewhere between Krapp’s Last Tape and Artaud’s Spurt of Blood, this is what really became of vaudeville.
Do Franz West Poop. Composition by Ric Royer performed at the Baltimore Museum of Art. it included several pieces of chewing gum and a list of onomatopoetic words in reference to the works of Franz West. Performed by Ric Royer, Lauren Bender and Stephanie Barber.
Time Machine. Performances based on my book about the lady saints, monks and me too.  As a performance, Time Machine is a serial piece. Several episodes have been performed in the past two years. Thus far there has been intrigue, romance and fights. Performed most recently at The Loft (Baltimore), Sugar City (Buffalo), and Transmodern Festival (Baltimore).
Geodesic Gnome’s Theatre Classics. An evening of early 20th century obscure and experimental theatre works (including dada, surrealist, and futurist plays), as well as a piece by Daniil Kharms, a short play by Konrad Bayer, and new "interpretations" of American classics such as Our Town and The Crucible.


2008
High Zero. Performed two pieces at this major east coast festival of experimental improvised music.
Dark Cabinet of the Strange Weird. Ric Royer and G. Lucas Crane take the art of the scary story to new dimensions and extremes as they combine Royer's surreal tales of the darkly humorous macabre with Crane's intensely terrifying soundscapes.  This special vinyl release comes in a box designed by Baltimore artist Erin Womack and includes scary secret inserts.
The 2008 World Almanac. Ensemble performance piece with Jackie Milad and Christine Ferrera. Sound by Tom Boram. Dates include Radar Reading Series in San Francisco, Rust Belt Books in Buffalo, and The Carriage House in Baltimore.
Ruthless Grip Reading Series.  Performed from my book “The Weather Not the Weather”, with Sharon Mesmer, Washington, DC. www.dcpoetry.com
Bufffluxus @ Buffalo Small Press Festival. Ensemble performance with Michael Basinski, Matt Chambers, and Lauren Bender. Included my compositions “Sound Poetry Is Nothing but Baby Talk” and “Basinski’s Zipper”.
2007
There Were One and It Was Two. Book and CD published by Narrow House Records. Initially a solo performance piece, the cd/book was published Narrow House Records and features a soundtrack by John Berndt. The release event will feature a performance by the Bender Twins, sound by Berndt and my original performance about twins, decoys, shadows and other variations of The Double, providing companionship throughout life and chasing you until death.
BUFFLUXUS @ Yockadot Poetics Theatre Festival.  Two performances with sound poetry ensemble Bufffluxus (one in Baltimore at 14 Karat Cabaret the other in Alexandria at the Del Ray Arts Center).  

Ghost Stories. Ghost stories by Ric Royer with Ghost music by G Lucas Crane. Performed at various venues (including Catch Series, NYC; Galapagos Art Space, NYC; The Bank, Baltimore) from 2005-2007.  
2006
Hystery of Heat. Presented by the Performance Thanatology Research Society at the Ontological-Hysteric Theatre. Premier April 27, restaged August 16-19. Subsequently restaged at DC Arts Center in Washington and Baltimore Theatre Project in 2007.
City Sample. (With G Lucas Crane at the Conflux Festival) We recorded some sounds of Brooklyn while running six-blocks through the city, ending up at the gallery. We immediately use these sounds in an improvised music performance once we arrive.
Ground Songing. Performance of Medieval Appalachian style of singing to the dead.  Presented at Artscape, Baltimore.
Subversations. A procedural audio text collaboration with Brian Fending.
2005

Carry On, Carrion. A performance piece exploring death, life and pseudo-resurrection written by Ric Royer, Christopher Fritton and Kevin Thurston. Theoretically funded by the Performance Thanatology Research Society and presented at Spare Room, Baltimore MD.

Communicable Horror...and Terror! A multimedia Performance Thanatology collage of horror films and real life horror. Featuring Ric Royer, G Lucas Crane, Jackie Milad and Bonnie Jones (with guest surprises by Dan Breen and Lauren Bender). Performed at 14 Karat Cabaret in Baltimore and The Ontological-Hysteric's Downstairs Series in New York.

Mining for Gold presents Ric Royer. A one hour program on Resonance FM in London featuring music and text by Ric Royer and his collaborations Performance Thanatology, Bufffluxus, and Ringo Christ.

Touch Takes Time or Love Death or Self-Fulfilling Fugue State. Performance Lecture presented at the Exeter Phoenix Art Centre as part of Immediated: Live at the Exeter tEXt Festival. Video component created by Birgit Binder, sound by Rich Hyde, written and performed by Ric Royer.

Holy Shit the Fucking Titanic is Sinking! A composition by Ric Royer, performed by Ringo Christ at the Southwest Noise Symposium, Dartington Hall, Devon, England.

Performance Thanatology: Sick, Dying, Dead. Improvised noise and poetics with Ric Royer and G. Lucas Crane. On bill with Dan Breen and Catherine Pancake (Roctopus), CD release show for Performance Thanatology's They Lured Us into the Basement. Soundlab, Buffalo NY

2004

Read Writing. Improvised writing by Ric Royer interpreted by Liam Yeates, for 3 minute warning showcase @ The Phoenix, Exeter, UK.

Loki Fly. Ric Royer performs “Loki Fly” sound poetry score by Michael Basinski, percussion accompaniment by Dan Breen. Part of Cover Letter event curated by Kevin Thurston at St. John Church, Baltimore, MD

Temporary Human Language. Performance Piece with video by Terry Cuddy, in collaboration with Cindy Rehm and Lauren Bender. For “Collaborate and Perform”, CHELA Artspace, Baltimore, Md.

The Moral Economy. Solo performance poetry, Baltimore Creative Alliance.
Performance Thanatology’s Testicular American Summer Tour. Improvised noise and poetics with G. Lucas Crane. Red Room, Talking Head, Soundlab, Tarantula Hill, Fort Awesome.

Performance Thanatology: Labor Division. Improvised text and sounds with Jackie Milad and Bonnie Jones. Part of “May Day Text and Noise” event @ Asterisks Gallery, New York.

Eve-N-Eve-N-Eve. Played Miss Eve (supporting actor), in piece written by Daniel Allen Nelson. Studio Theatre, Towson MD.

2003

BUFFFLUXUS. Ensemble sound poetry and events at the opening of Fluxus/Realizations exhibit, Burchfield-Penny Art Center, Buffalo NY.

Boxing Stance. Improvised solo performance. 14 Karat Cabaret, Baltimore.

Voice in Head. Headphone instructed performer. Piece conceived by Matt Sahr. Part of Artscape, at Baltimore Theatre Project, Baltimore MD.

Heat Makers. Improvised solo poetry performance, Shattered Wig Night,

Baltimore. 

2002

Radio, Radio presents BUFFFLUXUS. Ensemble sound poetry performance

aired in New York (NYU) and London (Resonance FM). Currently archived at www.ubu.com and Penn Sound. 
Pi. Vocalist for Electric Eclectic Orchestra piece, Burchfield-Penny Art Center, Buffalo.

2001

Big Orbit Gallery presents BUFFFLUXUS. Night of new and old fluxus works performed by Bufffluxus at Big Orbit Art Gallery, Buffalo.

Laceratum Gravius. Improvised poetry with chorus. Parenthesis at Rust Belt Books, Buffalo.

BUFFFLUXUS @ Artists and Models. Roaming performances including Alien Shaving and Smell Painting, Buffalo Convention Center.

Fungini. Played “The Creature”, written by Michael Basinski. Part of Prose Acts, Hallwalls Contemporary Art Center, Buffalo.

Humiliation Painting. Spit painting, score written by Kevin Thurston, performed at Murder the Word 3. Event organized by Big Orbit Gallery, Buffalo.

2000

BUFFFLUXUS. Ensemble sound poetry and events at Fredonia Art Gallery, Fredonia NY.

Spring RANT Environment. Multi-Media Performance/Installation with RANT performance group, University at Buffalo.

1999

Caucasian Chalk Circle. Multiple roles. Directed by Saul Elkin, University at Buffalo.

Directing/Organizing/Curating

2009

The LOF/t. The LOF/t is a performance venue in Baltimore. It's a place where the uncomfortable can feel comfortable, where experimentation is the norm, where thought-provoking work is a no-brainer. We are dedicated to presenting new works in theatre, performance art, poetry, music and other harder-to-define forms of performance.

Transmodern Festival 2009. A five-day performance festival of provocative works by cultural experimenters from Baltimore and around the world. This year: Dan Deacon, Shana Moulton, Anne McGuire and manymany  more.
2008

Transmodern Festival 2008.   This years festival of provocative performance works by cultural experimenters from Baltimore and around the world took place April 3-6 and featured over 70 artists including Dynasty Handbag, Kevin Blectum, Alice Kemp, Erin Womack, Anna Oxygen and more.  

2007

Transmodern Festival 2007. A five-day performance festival of provocative works by cultural experimenters from Baltimore and around the world.
Collaborate Now! Exhibit of interdisciplinary works by 14 Baltimore-based artists as part of Transmodern Festival 2007. Co-curated with Jackie Milad at the Rosenberg Gallery at Goucher College.

FFRUMSBO!. Two nights of experiments in text-based performance at the 14 Karat Cabaret. Part of the Yockadot Poetics Theatre Festival. 
2006
Transmodern Festival 2006. A festival of provocative works by cultural experimenters from Baltimore and around the world.
The Macabaret! A Cabaret of the macabre presented by the Performance Thanatology Research Society, December 2007 at Load of Fun Studios, Baltimore. Featured acts included Crystal Coven, Dan Breen/Sarah Milinski, Sphear, Kyle Jakubowski, and G Lucas Crane. Hosted and curated by Ric Royer.
2005

These Are Your Instructions. Instruction Art event and installation featuring instruction-based work from thirty artists. Curated by Ric Royer at Centerstage, Baltimore MD, December 16-21.

Immediated: Live. Organizer of performances and readings at the Exeter Phoenix Art Centre, Exeter, Devon, UK. (Part of Exeter tEXt Festival 05)

2004

Poetry Wholesalers Going-Out-of-Business Sale. Co-Curator (with Bonnie Jones), Poetry Art exhibit and sale, CHELA artspace, Baltimore.

Pen Palism. Installation, co-curator with Temple Crocker and Chris Fritton, postal art exhibit and dinner. The Attic, Baltimore MD, and 107 Neville Gallery, Bangor ME.

Anti-Matter; Performances, Events, and Transactions. Curator, Hyper-environmental multi-media art show, CHELA artspace, Baltimore.

2003

Guernica and other misrepresentations. One-act theatre piece conceived and directed in collaboration with Julianne Franz, Carol Anne Perini and Tatsua Ayayogi. Towson University's Studio Theatre, Baltimore.

2002

Telos Scope. Multi-media affair co-organizer and performer with RANT performance group. Performed at Soundlab, Buffalo, NY.

1999

Music and Mushrooms; Song Books of John Cage. Co-director (with Nicholas

Isherwood) University at Buffalo Black Box Theatre, Buffalo.

Through Windows. Director and Writer, performed by RANT performance

group, University at Buffalo.

Exhibition

2007

Reenactments. Exhibition of works drawn from memory of drawings originally created as a child. Curated by Gary Kachadourian.  At Current Gallery, Baltimore, MD.

Typical/Atypical. Text and image collaboration with visual artist Liam Yeates at the Ontological Museum, New Mexico.  
Nostalgia for Almost.  Performed/installed “Building the Jolly Roger without instructions”. I spent several hours in the space attempting to build a giant plastic model of a pirate ship without the help of instructions. 
2006

Exchange. Baltimore artists in D.C., D.C. artists in Baltimore. Warehouse Arts Complex.
2005

Sound Vision/Vision Sound 3. Text Objects on display at Nave Gallery, Somerville Maine, July 7 – August 6. Curated by William Howe and Christopher Fritton.

Immediated: Object. Text and Illustrations entitled Every day I am a new place to live exhibited at the King Ludd Bookshop gallery, Exeter, Devon, UK. Piece designed in collaboration with Liam Yeates.

2004

ReadyMade. Found photocopies from Kinko’s garbage as part of ReadyMade mock art auction curated by Christine Bailey. CHELA artspace, Baltimore.

Pen Palism. Two text-based visual pieces in group postal art show, 107 Neville gallery, Maine.

Fluxus/Realizations. Avant-Garde Coffee Cups and BUFFFLUXUS recordings exhibited as part of Fluxus group show. Included works by Dick Higgins, John Cage, Yoko Ono, curated by Don Metz, Burchfield-Penny Art Center, Buffalo.

Eight (8). Text-art and performance installation with Bonnie Jones, group showing of members of CHELA collective. CHELA Artspace, Baltimore.

Sell Your Childhood Memories. Mixed-Media Collage work, School 33, curated by Gary Kachadorian, Baltimore MD.

2003

Fifty Artists Books. Places, an Artist Book made in collaboration with Temple Crocker for Fifty Artist Book exhibit curated by Gary Kachadorian. Contemporary Gallery, Baltimore.

2002

TOUCH/Haptactics. Interactive installation, part of The Degraded Text Affair @ Soundlab, organized by Kevin Thurston, Buffalo NY.

Selected Publications
Time Machine. Chapbook about saints, boxing and time. Published by Slack Buddha Press, 2009.
The Weather Not the Weather. Full-length serial poem published by Outside Voices Press. 2009.
Hystery of Heat (book). PDF publication of text and images from the performance piece Hystery of Heat. Published in correlation with a restaging of the show at Baltimore Theatre Project in November, 2007.

There Were One and It Was Two; Annotated Artifacts from The Doubles Museum.  Book and  CD published by Narrow House Records, 2007.

“Double Exposure”; Feature article on the release of  book/CD, “There Were One…”. Baltimore City Paper, 2007.

“A Sense of Direction” by Bret McCabe, Baltimore City Paper, 2005.
“State of the Arts in Baltimore”; Marc Durant looks at Baltimore performance artists, Urbanite #23, May 2006.
“Empty Entries” by Ric Royer, Performance Research Journal, issue 11.2
Leather A. Poetry with illustrations published by Ferrum Wheel Press. 2003

Anthesteria; Novella published by Bark Art Press. 2002

Runes/Ruins; Chapbook published for NAME poetry bizarre. 2000

Also published in…

5’9’’. issue 2. Basinski. several issues. Blackbox, Spring 2005 issue. Blazevox. issue 4. Canvas Theory. issues 3-5. Drafting. issues 2 and 3. Drill. issue 2 and 3. Ferrum Wheel. issues 1-5. Fluxus Packet. published by Big Orbit Gallery. Generator. 12.3 and 13.3 Hat. issue 39. The Little Magazine. issue 1. Lost and Found Times. issues 49 and 50. Name. issues 1-6. Nerve Lantern. issue 5. OHO. Issue 2. Pataphysica. Issue 1. Plantarchy. Issue 2. Pilot. Issue 1. Shattered Wig Review. summer 2003 issue. SleepingFish. issue .05. Unarmed Journal. issues 10,13,39,40. Xtant. Winter 2000 and Fall 2004 issues. Wipe, in issue 31, Word for/Word, issue 12, Baltimore is reads, issue 2.

Academic

Education

M.F.A. Towson University, Theatre Arts. (2006)

M.A. Equivalent, Dartington College of Art (2005)

B.A. University at Buffalo, Theatre major, English minor (2001)

Thesis

“The Art of Instruction; The Open Score and Other Writings on Instruction Art.” Dartington College of Art/Towson University, 2005.
Teaching

Adjunct Professor; Film, Video, and Theatre Department, Villa Julie College. 2007- Present.


Conference Presentations

“Annotated Artifacts from The Doubles Museum” Performance lecture delivered at the &Now Festival, Chapman University, CA, 2008.

“Pop Experimentalist” paper delivered on poetry panel at Popular Culture Conference, San Antonio TX, 2004

Guest Lecturer/workshop
       University Maryland Baltimore County, What is Weird?, Undergraduate art lecture. 2006,2007, 2008

Towson University, Guest lecturer, Theatre MFA course, 2007.
Miami University at Ohio, Poetry as Performance, Undergraduate course, 2006 
Ontological-Hysteric Theatre, Hyper-Playwriting workshop, 2006
University Maryland Baltimore County, Instruction Art lecture, Undergraduate art course, 2005
Temple University, Creative Writing: Poetry. Undergraduate course, 2003

R a d i o  S p o t s

Midday with Dan Roddericks, WYPR Baltimore. A conversation with me, Dan Deacon and City Paper arts editor Bret McCabe about Baltimore’s underground art scene.

The Signal, WYPR Baltimore. Twenty minute spot dedicated to Transmodern Festival 2007. I was featured along with co-organizer Bonnie Jones and performer Spoon Popkin.
Radio, Radio presents BUFFFLUXUS. Ensemble sound poetry performance aired in New York (NYU) and London (Resonance FM). Currently archived at www.ubu.com and Penn Sound. 
Mining for Gold presents Ric Royer. A one hour program on Resonance FM in London featuring music and text by Ric Royer and his ensembles Performance Thanatology, Bufffluxus, and Ringo Christ.
Awards and Residencies
2009 Best new Theatre for The LOF/t, Baltimore City Paper.

2009 Ontological-Hysteric Theatre, Summer Residency.

2009 Individual Artist Award, Baltimore Promotion of the Arts.
2008 Ko Festival residency, Amherst College.

2007 Best of Baltimore Award for There Were One and It Were Two.

2006 Individual Artist Award, Baltimore Promotion of the Arts.
2004 Graduate Fellowship, Towson University.

2004 Graduate Student Association Grant, Towson University.

2004 Study Abroad Grant, Towson University.

2003 Graduate Student Association Grant, Towson University.

2002 Honors Grant (for RANT’s Telos Scope)

2001 Silverman Poetry Award, University at Buffalo.
